ASCENT OF THE NUN
(23,410 ft.)

By Pierre Vittoz

FOREWORD

Tilman has said that he who hears the call of the Himalay2z would do well to find the road
there. However, I cannot help comparing this road to a difficult steeplechase, the major ob-
stacle of which—its big ditch—is obtaining authorisation. Thank God! it had been secured,
not without difficulty or delay, forty days before departure. In all innocence and as if to intens-
ify the difficulty, we had asked for authorisation to enter a region that was politically aflame
and suffering from spasmodic outbreaks: Kashmir. No mote, no less! But has not Corneille’s
hero claimed that “To conquer without danger is to trinmph without glory”?

The aim of this expedition was the Nun (23,410 ft.), the highest point in the Nun-Kun
massif, situated east of Srinagar. Why the Nun? Our jobs forced us to undertake a Himalayan
campaign during the summer and we had to escape the monsoon; Kashmir seemed to be shelt-
ered from it. We then had to look for a mountain of 7000 m. (23,000 ft.). In my.search I
came upon a sentence by Marcel Kurz—that doctor of alpine science—in Berge der Welt, V,
1950, page 194:

“Is it not strange that the only seven-thousander in the 700-km. stretch between the Gath-
wal and Nanga Parbat, only 100 km. from Srinagar, the capital of Kashmir, should be virgin?
Mountain-lovers take notel”

They did, and they numbetred seven: a Swiss, two Indians and four French: an international
expedition.

The Swiss, a2 missionary, had been brought to my notice by Kurz (him againl). Having
lived for three years at Leh (Ladak), 100 km. from the Nun, Pierre Vittoz convetted souls while
occasionally tormenting the six-thousanders. The two Indians had both participated in Himal-
ayan expeditions, Capt. K. C. Johori on that to Kamet in 1952, and Lt. N. D, Jayal (who had
flown over Everest after its conquest) on that to Kamet and, in 1951, one to Trisul. The four
French already knew something about climbing distant tnountains: Claude Kogan (of the so-
called weaker sex) and Dr. Guillemin were members of the Franco-Belgian (1951) and Franco-
American (1952) expeditions to the Peruvian Andes. Michel Désorbay had led an expedition
to Spitzbergen, and Bernard Pierre, after participating in an expedition to the Hoggar in 1951,
was the promoter of the Franco-American expedition to Salcantay in 1952,

As to the principal actor, the Nun, it had been the object of two serious British attempts,
one in 1934 and the other in 1946, which came to nothing (by the eastern ridge). On the other
hand, the western ridge seemed to offer a bettet chance of success. My conviction was supported
by the reconnaissances carried out by Waller in 1937 and Vittoz in 1952.

New Delhi was the assembly point for the membets of the expedition and the Sherpas (Pa
Norbu, Ang Phutar, Ang Kami, Gyaldzen, Pemba Norbu) under the orders of that remarkable
sitdar, Ang Tharke, Only Pierre Vittoz was missing, for his filly « Authorisation » (authorisation
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only three coolies and, following a paroxysm of toothache, had to turn back with
an interesting photo as his only trophy. In 1946 Berry took up the east ridge
again, but did not get beyond the White Needle.

Following upon their Peruvian explorations, Madame Claude Kogan of Nice,
and the Parisians, Bernard Pierre and Dr. Jean Guillemin, began to take sidelong
glances at the Himalaya. With one young man from Lyons, Michel Désotbay,
they organised an expedition to the Nun for July and August 1953, and were kind
enough to invite me to join them. While I continued to live withdrawn at Ladak on
the Upper Indus, they arranged all the details, secured their visas, enlisted two Indian
officers, Flight-Lt. N.D. Jayal and Capt. K.C. Johori, and engaged Ang T’arke,
with Ang P’ut’ar his brother, Gyaldzen VII, Pa Norbu, Kami and Pemba Norbu.2

There was only one annoyance: we had to apptoach the Nun from the south,
which T did not know.

On July 14th we came together near Jammu at the foot of the Chennab
Valley, which we were to follow through Kishtwar in order to continue due north,
ascending the Marai and Krish Nai rivers. The sun was crushing. Half-naked, 3
we grumbled our way through six stages, always hesitating between the sweat of k.
walking and the grilling that riding on the wretched mules became. The tem- '
perature was phenomenal to the point of reducing even the Parisians to silence.
The Sherpas were more talkative and as they had come straight from either
D’aulagiri or Everest, their reflections on André Roch and John Hunt gave me
some good moments. As merry as they were devoted, Ang T’atke and Gyaldzen
were to entertain us with their repartee and pranks for two months.

At the end of the mule track, at Naopachi (Napaz to the topographers), a
village where all the coolies had to be recruited, there was the traditional comedy:
impossible to go higher, since the bridges were destroyed. Besides, there never
had been a road there. Moreover, bears were so numerous that no one was
willing to leave his village. The conclusion was that the porters demanded seven
rupees a day. But Bernard Pierre, with his experience of Arabs and South
Americans, was a worthy expedition leader: he secured an overall price of
eighteen rupees per coolie for what was to be six days’ ascent and three days’
return, Luckily there proved to be only one destroyed bridge; a patrol sent out
on treconnaissance was able to rebuild it in two days. As to the bears, an
inexhaustible topic of conversation, two of them were seen one evening by a
party which had probably had too much cognac.

Apart from the bears, our preoccupation was how to approach the Nun. We
were fully agreed to attack the west ridge. But how were we to reach it? The
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1 Registration numbers: Ang P'ut’ar 186, Gyaldzen VII 163, Pa Notbu 161, Kami 180. Pemba Norbu, not yet entolled, was on
Everest with Hunt, ‘The names of the Sherpas arc often ilated: I write “ Gyaldzen"™, as the name is pronounced, instead of the official
“Gyalgen”, which is wrong both phoneticaily and etymologically, For simplicity’s sake, and to make the aspirated letter clear, I have
put an * instesd of the ordinary h. Thus, Aog P'ut’sr and K'un.
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The i pographical sketch, based on the official map teproduced in the A

Joxrnal, 1947, cannot claim to

be exact, for we bad not the time sad the i

Its sole purp
idges of the Nun; b) the disposition of the glaciess south of the massif; c) the exteat of the

is to illustrate our route aod to clarify: a) the complexity of the
uppet basin of Shap'at; d) the importance
grapha see page 77.
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of the clbow described by the Krish Nai and of the massif that it For p
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